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Our Vision
Ignite the Passion: inspiring young women to change the world – me aro ki te hā o Hineahuone!

We live the virtues of Faith, Hope and Justice.

Our charism is expressed through Communion, Contemplation, Mission.
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From our Acting Principal
Mrs Cat Roberts

Tihei Mauri ora – kia tau te rangimārie!

What a whirlwind few weeks we have 
had! I would like to start this pānui 
by saying an enormous thank you to 
you all for your patience and support 
during the Alert Level changes over 
the past month. I know that the 
movement to Alert Level 4 may have 
taken some of our Sacred Heart 
community by surprise, and we 
appreciate the way you all adapted 
so swiftly to distance learning.

Our continued focus following 
Lockdown is on strengthening 
students’ learning and wellbeing 
and subject teachers and CCM 
companions will be working 
with students to ensure they are 
supported in both of these areas. 
Since our return to school at Alert 
Level 2, our goal has been to restore 
a sense of normality and routine, 
while following health and safety 
protocols to ensure the ongoing 
safety of our community. This means 
students are following their usual 
timetable, but we are continuing to 
take extra safety measures such as 
‘zoning’ students during break times 
and limiting large school gatherings 
and assemblies.

BOARD NEWS

New Board Members

 • Ms Susan Garmonsway, has been appointed as a 
Proprietor’s Representative by the Mission College Trust 
Board.

 • Mr William Cuthers has been co-opted to the Board to 
provide a Pasifika perspective. The Board recognises the 
importance of diversity and inclusion and identifies the 
need for greater representation of our Pasifika families.

Board of Trustees By-Election

Due to the recent COVID-19 lockdown the voting deadline 
for nominating a new parent representative to the Board of 
Trustees has been extended until the 29th September.

The signs of Spring are 
appearing around us – daylight 
is lasting longer and daffodils 
have appeared around the 
school. Soon the cherry 
blossoms will bloom and our 
senior students know that this 
means exams are nearing! Our 
Derived Grade examinations 
for senior students are being 
held in Week 10, and we will 
have nearly five weeks in Term 
Four for further learning, 
assessments and preparation 
for the external examinations.

In Te Wiki ō Te Reo Māori, it 
seems fitting to finish with a 
karakia whakakapi:

Kia whakairia te tapu 
Kia wātea ai te ara 
Kia turuki whakataha ai 
Kia turuki whakataha ai 
Haumi e. Hui e. Tāiki e!

Restrictions are moved aside 
So the pathway is clear 
To return to everyday activities

Noho ora mai.

UPCOMING DATES

27 Sep- 1 Oct Derived Grade Assessment Week for 
senior students

1 Oct Last day of Term 3

18 Oct Term 4 starts

25 Oct Labour Day (Public Holiday)

29 Oct Year 12 Retreat (at school)

17 Nov Seniors’ last day, CCM farewells, 
Thanksgiving Mass, 2022 leaders 
announced

18 Nov Year 8 Information Evening 6.30pm

19 Nov Year 8 Experience Day

22-26 Nov Year 9 & 10 Learning conferences

22 Nov-14 Dec NCEA exams

10 Dec Full school Prizegiving

http://shgcham.school.nz/
shgcham.school.nz
https://www.facebook.com/shgchamilton/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel
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GATEWAY PLACEMENT

Year 13 student Rebecca Verryt (on the left) enjoyed a wonderful 
three-day Gateway placement with Firstgas Group to explore 
an Electrical Engineering career. Rebecca travelled to Pokuru, 
Rotowaro and Henderson compressor stations and gained a greater 
understanding of the career options available. Many thanks to 
Firstgas staff Hannah and Rob for organising the opportunity.

Amanda is back!
New Days and Times:

Tuesdays: noon-2.30pm
Thursdays: 10am-1pm

Full details are here:  
https://shgcham.school.nz/

sports/physiotherapy-services/

The Physio Room

YEAR 13 STUDENTS SURVEY

The National Centre for Religious 
Studies, the Centre for Science and 
Citizenship, and The Nathaniel Centre 
for Bioethics wish to understand 
young people’s thinking about some 
significant issues of our times.

To do this, they are inviting Year 13 
students from across the country to 
take part in a short, anonymous online 
survey called “What Is Your Stand?” 
Each question in the survey outlines a 
particular issue and asks the student where they stand on the issue. 
They are then asked to provide reasons for their stance.

The results will provide insights into the ways young people are 
responding to the world in which they find themselves and the ethical 
issues that arise. The survey is the second phase of a larger project 
in which the researchers will explore (via focus groups) how young 
people are conceptualising and navigating the ethical challenges 
with which they are confronted.

RE teachers will provide Year 13 students a link via Google Classroom 
and they will be given time in class to complete the survey. Please 
encourage your daughter to take part in the survey so that young 
people’s views on ethical issues can be authentically reflected.

ALUMNI NEWS

Bernadine Oliver-
Kerby is a well-
known presenter 
for Sky Sports. 
She spoke to us 
recently about her 
fond memories as 
a student at Sacred 
Heart. Check out her 
profile on HERstory – 
https://shgcham.
recollect.co.nz/
nodes/view/3494

Track runner 
Krystie Solomon 
(Class of 2020) 
is loving life in 
the USA. Krystie 
won a sports 
s c h o l a r s h i p 
and has started 
her studies at 
Brigham Young 
University in Salt 
Lake City, Utah.

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

This week our international students Yim-Qi, Kanyapak and 
Han used the media suite to connect with prospective students 
from Thailand and Japan. Our girls shared fun facts about being 
a Sacred Heart student, talked about Māori Language week 
and about New Zealand in general. It was a great way to get to 
know each other before they can all meet in person once the  
borders open.

https://shgcham.recollect.co.nz/nodes/view/3494 
https://shgcham.recollect.co.nz/nodes/view/3494 
https://shgcham.recollect.co.nz/nodes/view/3494 
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CURRICULUM NEWS

Derived Grade Assessment Week

This is being held Week 10 (27 September 
– 1 October) for Year 11-13 students. Most 
subjects will run practice examinations. 
The results will show your daughter the 
areas she needs to focus on before the final 
examinations in November. The results 
from these assessments may also be used 
if she needs to apply for a derived grade.

Students have been emailed the 
examination timetable and you can see it 
here on our website.

Senior students will be on study leave 
during Derived Grade Assessment Week 
and only need to be at school when they 
have an examination scheduled. They are 
also welcome to come to school and study 
in the Library. All students need to be in 
uniform when they are at school.

JUNIOR DEBATING WIN

Huge congratulations to Rozhina Sharifi, 
Shreya Lal and Betty Wu who won against 
Hamilton Boys’ High School in the final of 
the Waikato Junior Debating Competition 
Junior Novice section.

NCEA CHANGES 2021

Revised Timetable

NCEA exams now run from Monday 22 November to Wednesday 14 
December, 2021. A complete timetable can be found here.

Learning Recognition Credits

NZQA have advised that students outside of Auckland will be eligible to receive Learning 
Recognition Credits this year if their learning has been disrupted for 16 days. Our students 
will be eligible for the following:

 • One Learning Recognition Credit for each 5 Credits they earn up to a maximum of 8 in 
Level 1 and up to 6 for those in Level 2 or 3.

 • There has been no change to the number of Credits required to get an individual 
subject or a level endorsement.

Also, no change has been made to the criteria for University Entrance so students are still 
required to get Level 3, including 14 Credits in each of three approved subjects.

MARKET DAY ENTRPRENEURS

There was food, candles, jewellery and 
more! Year 12 Business Studies students 
had their Market Day last month, selling 
their products at lunchtime or taking 
orders for later delivery. A percentage 
of each group’s profits will go to a 
local community organisation such as 
Vinnies. Well done, girls!

Attendance Reminder
If a student will be absent from school during the day for any reason, please email the Student Coordinator:  

absences@shgcham.school.nz or phone the school 856 7874 option 1, giving a reason for the absence.

If a student will absent from school for an extended period of time, i.e. five days or more, whānau must inform the Acting Principal, 
Mrs Roberts, in advance. Please email, pa@shgcham.school.nz. This is a Ministry of Education requirement and must be actioned. 

It is also important for your daughter to advise her CCM companion and teachers to minimise the impact on her learning.

https://shgcham.school.nz/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/SEPT-2021-Exam-Timetable.pdf
https://www.nzqa.govt.nz/assets/qualifications-and-standards/qualifications/ncea/exams-and-portfolios/examination-timetable.pdf


Find out more about sponsorship opportunities.
Contact: Mark McAlley, Director of Sport Development. T 07 856 7874 ext 2837 or E mmcalley@shgcham.school.nz

Sponsors of our 
High Performance 
Sport Programme

JUNIOR BASKETBALL TEAM TAKE OUT TITLE!

Congratulations to those 
in our Premier Junior 
Basketball Team (Tesrne 
Blank, Lily Ashton, Majella 
Matafeo, Jordahna Matthes, 

Miller Chou-Lee, Chanel 
Boston-Bennett, Theresa Biladi, and Emmerson 

Walsh) for winning the Open Grade Title this 
season. It was a tightly fought competition 

throughout, with our team eventually winning 
by only two competition points. Many 

thanks to coaches Meri and Heeni Blakey 
and manager Helen Eagleton for their 
expertise and supporting the girls 
throughout the season.

NETBALL SUCCESS

Our Premier Netball team deservedly won the B Grade division of a tournament held at 
Minogue Park recently. This event was part of the preparation for the UNISS (Upper North 
Island Secondary Schools) 2021 Netball Tournament which was unfortunately cancelled. 
Year 10 student Shyrah Tuliau Tua’a won the B Grade Division MVP (Most Valuable Player) 
award. Well done girls!

Special thanks to Clare Rosser (Manager), Turi Ngawhika (Coach) and umpires  
Kuini Thompson and Alva Tohovaka for their hard work and support.

RUGBY NEWS

Harlequins Rugby Team Selection

Congratulations to six girls from our 1st XV 
Rugby Team: Elenoa Fihaki, Nina Trumm, 
Sina Neli, Shyrah Tuliau-Tua’a, Jordyn-Leigh 
Westrupp, and Haley Parker from Waikato 
Diocesan School for Girls for making the 
Harlequins Rugby Team under-17 Girls’ 
squad for 2021. They will go on to play 
representative teams from other provincial 
unions – once alert levels permit.

Waikato U16’s Rugby Training Squad

Congratulations to the following students 
named in the wider Waikato U16’s Rugby 
training squad for 2021: Rieley Chou-Lee, 
Tupou Kaufononga, Loryn Knap, Peepi 
Kaukau, Allenhu Ariu, Victoria Bunce, 
Tabitha Thomson and Theresa Norman.

If selected, and alert levels permitting, 
they will take on Taranaki and attend the 
Chiefs’ Tournament next month.

Rowing Open Day
SHGC Rowing Open Day is on this Sunday 19th September. 
It will be a virtual event! Please contact Head Coach Kylee 

Corboy (kcorboy@shgcham.school.nz) to register.


