
Dear Whānau,

As we ‘Rise from the Ashes’, the rebuild, refurbishment and seismic strengthening of our building is 
heading towards completion. There is much to look forward to in 2020 and beyond. Here are some 
features and highlights coming up for our students and their learning.

 . New, contemporary, innovative and flexible learning
spaces, including a unique, specialist Science area. 
There will also be a ‘Maker-space’, where students 
can get creative with technology and tools; an 
indoor/outdoor atrium area and multiple ‘break-out’ 
spaces and study booths.

Strengthening learning and well-being through our Ako 
mentoring/coaching programme has been a strategic 
addition to our Pastoral Care provision and this will 
continue. Your daughter’s CCM Companion/Mentor will 
be your point of contact with the school, as signaled 
last year (click here for more information).

 . We now have two fully qualified, full-time Guidance
Counsellors. Both our counsellors have a Masters 
of Counselling from Waikato University.

 . On-site Physiotherapy in partnership with Active
Health, facilitated by Amanda Foster, former student 
and physiotherapist to the WBOP Magic Netball 
franchise.

 . On-site Strength and Conditioning coach for students
involved in sport at the College, in partnership 
with Wintec, enhancing our Athlete Development 
Programme.

For all students and teachers, we have ‘slowed down’ the day: four 75 minute lessons 
with three breaks in the day (mini, micro and macro); consistent daily change-
over times and a 45 minute LEAP time.

This is reflective of current evidence 
that encourages ‘recovery’ time 
between deep learning brain activity.
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https://shgcham.school.nz/cms/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/917-43959-Ako-Flyer.pdf


Gold Time
All Senior students will be offered Academic Enrichment opportunities. We have called this ‘GOLD’ Time (Gold is  
a reference to “quality”). Students will choose from a range of subject specific activities that emphasise the quality 
of academic achievement for:

 . Specialist tutorials/workshops/seminars/NCEA

 . Visiting speakers

 . Scholarship classes

 . Additional revision for NCEA internal assessment

 . Independent study

 . Year 11 students will also benefit from a dedicated Wellness programme, based 
on the evidence that connecting with self, others and nature is good for us all!

 . Year 12 timetables include dedicated time for NCEA internal assessment. This  
will protect learning time for subjects and maintain a robust assessment process.

Scholarships
The Board of Trustees and the Mission College Trust also continue 

their financial commitment to a range of Scholarships.  
Details and availability will be advised during the year. 

These have included:

.  Catholic Character (up to $4,000)

.  Outward Bound (up to $5,000)

.  Sport, Academic, Cultural, Arts  
 (up to $2,000 each)

.  Spirit of Adventure for the BoT  
 student trustee (up to $5,000)

Learning Beyond 
the Classroom
We also want to let you know about exciting 
overseas trips that are coming up over the 
next 3 years. The Board of Trustees has given 
approval and support for the following overseas 
experiences, which for many students would be  
a ‘once-in-a-life-time’ opportunity. Plans are in place for 
trips to Asia, Europe and the United States:

 . Borneo: World Challenge Expedition (2020)

 . Rome: Curriculum Enrichment (2021)

 . Washington: STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Maths)  
trip to NASA (2022)
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We look forward to an 
exciting year ahead.

Catherine Gunn 
Principal


