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Our Vision Statement
Sacred Heart Girls’ College educates and inspires young women to be confident, connected, Catholic, 

learners for life; committed to excellence, ready to serve, to challenge and to shape the future.

We live the virtues of Faith, Hope and Justice.

Our charism is expressed through Communion, Contemplation, Mission.
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A G E  Q U O D  A G I S

Mission Cup and Te Toa tournaments were contested over Queen’s 
Birthday weekend in New Plymouth. Our Premier Netball and 1st  
IX Hockey teams demonstrated great teamwork, perseverance, 
skill and resilience as they played their hearts out on the court and 
turf. No win this year, however, the experience of the competition 
for our younger players builds the passion and zeal. It was a 
pleasure to be with these students, their coaches, managers and 
their families who also travelled and supported the teams. Next 
year, the events are hosted by Sacred Heart Lower Hutt.

Yet again, as I write this       ynewsletter, as I did two weeks ago, 
more tragedy strikes in London, where I am sure many of us have 
connections: family, friends, memories and aspirations of visiting. 
These are most challenging times for all, especially for those who 
believe in a God of Justice and Peace. They are also times when we 
have to dig deep and hold steadfast to one’s Faith. Of course, there 
are many similar tragedies across the world that go unreported 
by the media and there are those of a personal nature. You may 
have heard the sad news of the Toni family, who experienced the 
sudden and tragic loss of their Father and now have to navigate the 
path of unexpected grief. Our thoughts and prayers are with them 
and their extended whanau at this very difficult time.

We are getting ready for Sacred Heart Day this Friday and part of 
that preparation involves Spirit Week as a lead up to our school 
Mass and an afternoon of fun and excitement. These are significant 
occasions for us to build community and foster relationships 
across all year levels, through House activities. This aspect of our 
Special Character is remembered fondly and parents are welcome 
to relive the memories (or make new ones) by joining us at any 
stage in the day. The details are on our website. 

Enrolment for 2018 is now open and we are receiving a steady 
stream of applications from young women who have ‘Set their 
Heart on Sacred Heart’. If you are reading this and require an 
enrolment pack, please contact the school, or download the 
forms from our website. Thank you to those parents who support 
Sacred Heart Girls’ College by encouraging whanau, friends and 
neighbours to secure their place early!

Finally, in recognition of the struggles and challenges we all face, I 
came across this piece of positivity, attributed to Elizabeth Kübler-
Ross:

‘The most beautiful people we have known are those who have 
known defeat, known suffering, known struggle, known loss, 
and have found their way out of the depths. These persons 
have an appreciation, a sensitivity, and an understanding of 
life that fills them with compassion, gentleness, and a deep 
loving concern. Beautiful people do not just happen’.

We all know people who fit this description: compassionate hearts 
… Sacred Hearts!

Nga mihi

From the 
Principal

Tena koutou katoa 
Nga mihi nui ki a koutou
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MID-YEAR REPORTS

Mid year reports will be emailed next week for Junior students and 
at the end of  term for Senior students. Please make the time to 
talk with your daughter about her learning when you receive these 
reports.

ASSESSMENTS

Students in Year 11, 12 and 13 will have assessments in a number of 
their subjects throughout the year. It is most important that students 
be present for all assessments. With some internal assessments this 
may be the final opportunity students have to gain the credits while 
the grades they get in their practice assessments may be required as 
evidence if your daughter needs to apply for a derived grade due to 
unforeseen circumstances at the time of their external exams.

NZQA FEES

Parents will have received invoices for NZQA fees. These are due to 
be paid to the school accounts office by Friday 11 August. Financial 
assistance is available to students who meet certain criteria. Please 
see the NZQA website at: www.nzqa.govt.nz/financialassistance for 
more details or contact Mrs Jackson. 

If your daughter intends to sit any Scholarship subjects an extra fee 
of $30 (or $102.20 for international students) per subject is payable 
this year.

NCEA STuDENT APP uPDATE

An updated version of the NCEA Student App can be downloaded 
from either the Apple App Store or the Google Play Store. It is free to 
download and can be used from any smart device. 

The App allows students to plan, select and set their NCEA credit 
goals and targets and to see how they are tracking towards NCEA 
Level one, two and three, including Literacy, Numeracy and 
University Entrance.

STAFF ONLY DAY - FRIDAY 16 JuNE

A full staff Professional Learning day is to be held on Friday 16 June 
so there will be no scheduled classes for students on this day. Any 
students who wish to work at school or who are unable to make 
alternative arrangements for this day, will have a study room in the 
Library available for them to use during school hours.

Please contact the Student Centre if your daughter will be attending 
school on this day by phone: 07-8567874 ext 2852 or by email: 
absences@shgcham.school.nz

CuRRICuLuM NEWS

By now all Year 10 students should have received a set of camp 
information and forms. These need to filled in and returned 
to school as soon as possible please, If for some reason, your 
daughter did not receive a letter with the forms, there are more 
available from the Year 12 Deans office. If your daughter is not 
able to attend camp for any reason then I need an email or 
letter informing me of the reasons why the non-attendance. 

If you have any questions or concerns re camp, please do not 
hesitate to contact me at   awatton@shgcham.school.nz

YEAR 10 CAMP FORMS

International Homestay Families urgently needed! We 
have four chinese students on short term stays from 24 July 
to 18 August. $230 per week per student. You can house 
students together if you have more than one room available. 

Please contact Steph Mildon on smildon@shgcham.school.nz or 
0275 783 747.

INTERNATIONAL HOMESTAY FAMILIES

Wow 6 months has already gone by! We are halfway through our 
time as Head and Deputy Head Girls at Sacred Heart, and we 
are absolutely loving it. There have been some definite highlights 
throughout the year! Athletics was a blast, our Opening Mass, Holy 
week and Easter Liturgy were beautiful, and getting to know the girls 
at school has been something that we are really enjoying.
 

The roles have been harder than expected but the challenge has 
provided us with a chance to learn and grow, and make the most 
of our final year at Sacred Heart by ‘giving back’. There have been 
sacrifices we have had to make in order to fulfil our roles. We have 
had to limit our extra curricular activities and social lives to allow us 
to fully serve our school community. As the year progresses we are 
learning more about being a servant leader and we are grateful for 
the immense support from our peers and teachers. 
 
There have been new school installments like the Shout Out Box for 
student voice and changes to Sacred Heart day. We are excited to 
see the positive outcomes that these new developments will bring.  
We have really enjoyed the experiences that being a leader has 
offered us. Through events such as the quiz night, rotary lunch and 
school balls, we have become friends and built great relationships 
with the leaders from the other High Schools in Hamilton. We have 
found this to be really beneficial, by building this community we have 
been able to see what other schools do and get ideas about events 
that we can undertake at SHGC to make our school even better. We 
can also share the ideas that are successful at SHGC.
 
Although the year has been busy, and stressful at times, we wouldn’t 
change it for the world. We love working together and being role 
models in our school and are excited to see what the remainder of 
the year will bring!

FROM THE HEAD AND DEPuTIES

www.nzqa.govt.nz/financialassistance
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Jemma McClymont finished up her studies at Sacred Heart last year, 
serving as Head Girl. She tells us about her new life as a student at 
the University of Auckland. 

What course you are enrolled in and what you hope to use that 
course to be or do?

I am currently doing a Law and Arts 
conjoint degree, majoring in French, 
at the University of Auckland. At this 
stage I am not entirely sure what I hope 
to use this course for, or what I really 
want to do in the future.  I am enjoying 
the language component of my degree 
and had initially thought about using 
languages in the field of foreign affairs. 
My plan is to continue to take a range 
of papers and see which ones spark my 
interest- so, watch this space!!

What makes you, as an alumni of Sacred Heart, different from 
other students at uni and from other schools?

Going to University has given me the opportunity to meet lots 
of students from a range schools and naturally, we all operate 
differently as people. I guess I think I came into University with a 
good understanding of the skills required for self directed learning 
and this has held me in good stead for my studies so far. I have taken 
my personal values and those that were instilled in me at Sacred 
Heart with me, and they continue to underpin how I live. 

What have been the challenges, failures & success of uni so far?

Going to University away 
from home in Auckland 
has meant that I’ve had 
the opportunity to stay 
in a hall with over 400 
first year students. It has 
been nice to navigate 
the unknowns, which 
come with being new to 

University, with others. I’ve certainly appreciated and enjoyed the 
many experiences we have already shared together- the times spent 
in lectures, the spontaneous late night dessert outings, the corridor 
chats, the gym sessions, the hot chocolate catch ups, and most 
definitely, all of the laughs. 

Needless to say, I have found different aspects of University 
challenging also. These have ranged from waking up for 8am 
lectures, not knowing what to expect when handing in my first 
assignment and sitting my first test, feeling slightly out of my depths 
in unfamiliar subjects, not knowing whether the papers I am taking 
are exactly for me and missing my chums from Hamilton and my 
family lots!  In moments like these it has been important to ‘dig it 
in’, remember to have fun, and know that the sun will rise again 
and everything will be okay!! I have learned a lot from all of these 
experiences and am looking forward to learning even more as the 
year goes on.

LIFE AFTER SHGC - JEMMA MCCLYMONT
What piece of advice could you give to someone unsure about 
going to uni or not?

Firstly, it is natural and definitely okay to be unsure. Whether you 
choose to go to University or go down another pathway at this 
stage in your life, you are bound to meet new people, have new 
experiences and learn new things and with this, nothing is ever really 
lost. Choose what makes sense to you currently and as people have 
said to me, you can always change. Whatever you choose to do, it’s 
good to be open to all that this change may offer and make sure to 
enjoy yourself along the way. 

Each year the Board offers a Special Character Student Scholarship 
to our Year 10-12 students up to the amount of $2,000.00.  

Students who are interested are invited to read the following 
sponsorship application attached here.  If there are any questions 
please contact the Board Secretary Ms V Leddy on 07 8550493, 
ext.2856.

SPECIAL CHARACTER SCHOLARSHIP

INTERNATIONAL STuDENTS MEET MAYOR
On May 30 all international students across the Waikato were invited 
to meet the Mayor, Andrew King, at Hamilton Gardens Pavillion. The 
MC for the day was Ethnic Community Advisor Jovi Abellansoa.

Our students were treated to a welcome from Kaumatua Tame 
Pokaia followed by the Mayor’s welcome and the WEI president 
Shirley Huang. The international student speaker Melody Lango 
from St Paul’s Collegiate gave an emotional speech about what she 
has been offered and how she wants to help her people of Vanuatu 
after completing her engineering degree.

The entertainment came from Zoe Li a student from Wintec who 
played a traditional Chinese  instrument then a lively performance 
from The Talents of the Pacific Academy(TOPA) got everyone 
dancing. The celebrations were finished with Photographs with the 
Mayor and lovely food. Sacred Heart international girls then took 
advantage of the beautiful weather and enjoyed a walk around the 
award winning gardens.

On June 13 the International students will be travelling to Rotorua for 
one of our two planned trips. We will be focusing on Maori culture. 
Next term we have 12 new short term students and two long term 
students and we are looking for home stays to help host these girls. 
If you are interested please contact Stephanie Mildon our new home 
stay coordinator.



4
College News  |  Issue 9, June 2017

Set your heart on
Sacred Heart

Mark those diaries... 

The first XI Football team are holding a Pizza Night. On Wed June 
14 from 5-8 pm at Dominos Hillcrest, $1 from every pizza sold 
funds our First XI Football tournament

Please support our girls!

A warm welcome to Ms Jane Reilly who will be teaching in place 
of Mrs Roisin Stuart whilst she is on maternity leave. Ms Reilly 
is teaching Art, Photography and RE. We trust the Sacred Heart 
community will make her feel very welcome. 

Over Queen Birthday weekend, only days after Mrs Stuart went on 
maternity leave, she delivered a little boy, which she and husband 
Grant have named James! Congratulations Stuart family!

STuDENT ABSENCES 
For all Student Absentees, including away from school, 
appointments or late to school, please report to the following: 
 
Email: absences@shgcham.school.nz 
Phone: 07 856 7874 ext 2852

FOOD BANK FOR FAMILIES IN NEED

WELCOMES AND CONGRATuLATIONS

Hey Parents! DId you know that the Sacred Heart Girls’ College 
Learning Committee has a homework club called PS (Post School)?  
 

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON FROM 3.10PM – 4.30PM!  
 

This takes place in room 225, cookies and juice are provided and 
the students that attend go in the draw to win a prize.  The venue 
has computer and wifi access so make sure to encourage your 
daughter to attend and benefit from learning at PS!

PS CLuB!

uPCOMING DATES TO DIARY         
 
14 June - Maori and Pasifika Hui 

16 June - Staff Only Day

23 June - Sacred Heart Day  and Mass

26 June - Board of Trustees Meeting

7 July - Last day of Term

FOOTBALL FuNDRAISER

During weeks 6-9 this term our school 
is collecting items for the St Vincent 
de Paul Food Bank. The items that we 
collect will be distributed to families 
in need throughout Hamilton. 

If everyone bought one item each 
week we as a school would be able to 
collect 4000 items. Such a significant 
collection would make a massive 
impact in our Hamilton community. 
The bigger the better – remember 
mission is possible!

The students had a fantastic weekend in Wellington over Queens 
Birthday weekend to attend the SGCNZ University of Otago Sheilah 
Winn Shakespeare Festival 2017. 

Pippin Stubbs and Madeline Dunn were selected from the regional 
festival to perform their stunning 5 minute scene from Othello, 
Hamilton Boys’ High were also selected from our region to perform. 

We took an additional 8 students to support and be immersed in 
the culture of the Festival that is held annually. The students had 
two full days of watching scenes from various Shakespeare plays, 
attended workshops run by theatre professionals and saw live 
professional theatre. 

It was an incredible experience for all involved and one that certainly 
wont be forgotten! Thanks to all those who helped to support the 
trip by buying raffle tickets and attending our fundraiser evening. 
Special mention to the PTFA for funding support which helped to 
make our trip a possibility.

SHEILAH WINN IN WELLINGTON

Enrolments for our 2018 Intake will close on Monday, 26 June. 
If you or someone you know would like to enrol a new student at 
Sacred Heart next year, please pick up an enrolment pack from 
the Main Office at school, or download one from our website and 
get it back to us by this date. 

If you have any questions or concerns about your child’s 
enrolment, feel free to send an email to hearts@shgcham.school.
nz or call 07 856 7874 for more information. 

2018 ENROLMENTS


