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Our Vision Statement
Sacred Heart Girls’ College educates and inspires young women to be confident, connected, Catholic, 

learners for life; committed to excellence, ready to serve, to challenge and to shape the future.

We live the virtues of Faith, Hope and Justice.

Our charism is expressed through Communion, Contemplation, Mission.
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A G E  Q U O D  A G I S

“She is clothed with Strength and Dignity and she laughs without 
fear of the future” (Proverbs 31: 25) 

A key message of our College vision is to inspire and empower 
our young women to be the generation who will challenge 
and shape our world into a place of justice and peace. We 
are fortunate to live in a part of the world where we can 
exercise choice, claim the right to education, participate 
in society, have an income and live a life that’s free from 
violence, discrimination and unrest. However, we also know 
this not the case for all and the empowerment of women 
can, as we have seen through Euphrasie Barbier and her 
Mission Sisters today, initiate and sustain social change and 
justice. At SHGC, we want your daughters to see and shape 
the world as women of Faith, Hope and Justice. As we have 
recently acknowledged International Women’s Day, it is a 
perfect opportunity to honour our own wonderful young 
women who grace our school every day, doing things great 
and small for the benefit of others, the Church and the world.  

As the Lead Principal of the Waikato Catholic Community 
of Learning/Kaahui Ako, I get many opportunities to attend 
forums with other principals, advisers and ministers for 
education. Last week, at a gathering headed by Hekia Parata 
and the Ministry of Education, it was refreshing to hear the 
Minister talk of a transformation of the education system. 
I am pleased to hear ministers talk in this way as it sends a 
message that a shift in paradigm is on the way. Led by Vision 
and driven by Mission, at SHGC, we talk of transformation 

regularly, because we believe students deserve access to the 
best education we can create for them, so it is good to know the 
ministry is catching on too! I also had the privilege of attending 
a conference with five colleagues: Leading Remarkable 
Learning. This was an inspirational day for all of us, listening 
to Sugata Mitra (the School in the Cloud) and Sir John Jones, 
who reminded us why we are in education in the first place.  

Thank you once again to families who have donated uniform 
items to sell through our second hand ‘shop’. There is always 
a demand for more, so please continue to look under the 
beds and the back of the wardrobe for skirts, jerseys and 
blazers. Your contributions are much appreciated and 
proceeds go to supporting students through the Breakfast 
Club and special requests made to the PTFA. It was 
wonderful to welcome new members to the PTFA at the 
first meeting of the year. This is an important group within 
the school where all are welcome to serve and support.  

Please note that we have a new Chair of the Board of 
Trustees: Mrs Hayley McConnell. She has provided a short 
background piece about herself, her connections with our 
College and an outline of the Board’s current focus. Please 
take a moment to read it. Other members of the Board will 
introduce themselves in this way over the next few weeks. 
 
If you are still considering a Lenten promise, a helpful tip from 
Pope Francis, ‘let us strive to fast during lent with a smile, rather 
than a long face’.
 
Age Quod Agis
 
Nga mihi 

From the 
Principal

Tena koutou katoa 
Nga mihi nui ki a koutou
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KiA OrA, KiA OrANA, MAlO e lelei, TAlOfA lAvA ANd 
greeTiNgs TO All reAders
 
The Board of Trustees has had its first meeting of the year and 
with this comes the appointment of the chair, deputy chair and 
subcommittee convenors.  This process has been completed and 
I am introducing myself as the newly appointed chairperson of the 
Board of Trustees, as of Monday 27 February.

My name is Hayley McConnell, a parent representative, and I am 
looking forward to the hard work and challenges that comes with 
the chair role. I am married to Stuart who is the District Operations 
Manager Central West for St John ambulance; I have two daughters 
(Gabby – Yr 12 and Kendall – Yr 10) at the College and two step sons 
- one at St John’s College and one studying in Auckland. I am the 
community services and HR manager at the Waikato/Bay of Plenty 
Cancer Society and I will not bore you with my likes and dislikes. 

I would like to take the opportunity to thank two hard working 
and committed members of the board, Brent Hunt who was the 
incumbent chair and Vicki Fabling the previous vice-chairperson.
Brent and Vicki have more than 12 years combined experience on 
the board and willingly are remaining as trustees of the board.

As the chair I will endeavour to keep you informed either via this 
newsletter or other channels as information and scenarios arise.

I think it is useful for you to know that the board will be focusing on 
three areas of work in the next six months, these being: student 
achievement (academic, cultural, spiritual and sports), student 
attraction and retention following on work from the recent school 
community survey findings (i.e. the doing phase).

As part of this work we will be reviewing all of our recent student 
achievement data, as well as Ministry of Education benchmarking 
data that compares us against other similar schools.  This will help 
us understand the school’s successes but also any areas that could 
be strengthened.  

Our students and their achievement are our core focus and 
we are committed to doing our very best to help each of them 
reach the highest levels of achievement and personal success 
possible. We also acknowledge that, as you would expect when 
brand-new state schools open in the area, there has been an 
impact on the roll of our school and others across the area.   
 
In order to ensure a stable or growing roll we  will also be looking to 
develop a recruitment and retention strategy for Sacred Heart for 
2017 and 2018.  We think this offers some exciting possibilities for 
how we tell the many wonderful stories of our students, staff and 
programmes to prospective families.

Work will also continue on from last year in other areas, namely 
working with the Mission Trust on the facility upgrade plans, 
genuine and sustainable engagement with our Māori and Pasifika 
school community and overall school community communication 
improvements.

WelCOMe TO OUr NeW BOArd CHAir 
There will be times that I will also ask for support of parents and 
students to ensure that we are successful in everything we plan to 
do. I look forward to working with you and on behalf of you all. I will 
also be asking other members of the board to introduce themselves 
in future newsletters.

God bless
Hayley McConnell

Chairperson – Board of Trustees

On Tuesday  13 March nine of our senior students attended the 
Caritas Leadership day in Rotorua. The Caritas focus for Lent is 
Just Water: Climate Change in the Pacific. Most of the Sacred 
Heart students who attended are from Kiribati and they were 
all moved and challenged by the involvement of Caritas in 
working to combat the effects of climate change in the pacific.  

 

They have come back to school ready to be advocates for their 
homeland and already they have plans for sharing their stories 
here at school. If you want to know more about what what is 
happening in Kiribati and in other areas in the Pacific go to http://
www.caritas.org.nz/schools-lent/kiribati.

On Friday 7 April we will be holding a Caritas fundraiser with all 
proceeds going to their work in Kiribati. 

CAriTAs iN rOTOrUA

rOAd sAfeTY fOr sACred HeArT fAMilies

A reminder to parents and guardians to please drop your students 
off at the Cook st entrance. Cars have been spotted stopping on 
broken yellow lines and driving on the Firth St footpath, putting our 
students in danger.

With Sacred Heart and Marian students (and pedestrians!) on the 
footpath around our campus frequently, we want to provide a safe 
environment where road rules are being kept and modelled. 

We will be asking our staff on morning and afternoon duty to ensure 
that this is occurring and noting any dangerous activity. Please help 
us keep our students safe.

http://www.caritas.org.nz/schools-lent/kiribati.
http://www.caritas.org.nz/schools-lent/kiribati.
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World Challenge. A month away from 
home without our parents, surviving 
on only the few changes of clothes and 
toiletries that we could squeeze into 
our tramping packs; this experience 
was bound to challenge our comfort 
zones and emphasis the importance 
of showing empathy for each other.    
 
From December to January, 19 nervous 
yet excited Sacred Heart students and 
two teachers travelled to South India on a 
World Challenge trip, completing a six day 
trek through India’s Western Ghats, a six 
day community project at St Mary’s School 
in Mauryaur and two weeks immersing 
ourselves in the local culture and visiting 
the many spectacular sites India has to 
offer. 

The month brought physical, emotional 
and spiritual challenges. We learnt new 
skills and lessons such as; bargaining, 
the importance of money, how to book 
accommodation and transport as well as 
learning the ins and outs of travelling in a 
foreign country. 

We were given the opportunity to develop 
our leadership skills through the different 
roles, responsibilities like; accountants, 
transport leaders, accommodation 
leaders, food leaders and daily group 
leaders. Our most important lesson, 
however, was that of empathy. 

The six day trek was easy for some and the 
most challenging part of the trip for other. 
We walked 80kms, stayed in tents each 
night and showered from a bucket. 

The community project was a highlight. 
Being surrounded by the children, knowing 
that we were there to help improve their 
school was an incredible feeling. We hired 
and helped a mason revamp the school’s 
leaking water tank and decorated the 
building’s walls with paintings of things like 
the alphabet and numbers. It was a busy 
six days but the hard work paid off when 
we visited the school on the day we left 
and saw the children’s reaction. 

The two weeks spent sight-seeing was a 
chance for us to relax and experience the 
sights, smells and sounds of India. Some 
of the activities we did were; cruising the 

WOrld CHAlleNge - A rePOrT! 
backwaters of Alleppey on a houseboat, going to the Amber fort, the 
Pink City, the Agra fort and one of the seven wonders of the world, 
the Taj Mahal. 

Our time in India enhanced many of the things we learn within school 
but also provided an education we could never get by staying in New 
Zealand. It provided many moments and experiences that allowed 
us to see the gospel values of Faith, Hope and Justice in new, and 
often confronting, situations. 

It also gave us a whole lot of new and fantastic real-life contexts 
in which to use Communion, Contemplation and Mission. The 
challenges we faced were testing in a number of ways and having 
the ability to be apply the lessons that CCM and Head Heart Hands 
taught us in school whilst in India was invaluable. In particular, 
working with the sisters and other locals at St Mary’s was an inspiring 
example of faith in action.

While our time in India flew by, when the day came to go home 
we were all ready to leave. The experience we had through World 
Challenge was incredible and one we will never forget. I would just 
like to say on behalf of all the girls on the trip, thank-you to Mr Mac 
and Mrs Shakeela for sharing this experience with us. As well as to 
all of those people who worked behind the scenes to make this trip 
happen for us. Thank you parents, school and members of the BoT 
who approved our Mission.

World challenge, two words that to us, represent a month of 
challenges, learning and an experience of a lifetime. 

Christie Burborough 

The PTFA has recently held its annual general meeting, and with 
that, some changes. Margaret Takitimu still holds the Chairperson 
position but our financial officer is now Dee Devine, with Robyn 
Fenneman stepping down after three years in the role. Robyn will 
stay on briefly as the acting secretary, caretaking the role until the 
position is filled. Thank you ladies for your service to our school!

BreAKfAsT ClUB

Our PTFA needs your help! If you have an hour to spare on a 
Tuesday morning from 8.30am to 9.30am to assist with this 
great initiative please contact Margaret Takitimu at her email 
margaret.takitimu@yahoo.com. Even if you can only do it 
once or twice a term, your help will be greatly appreciated!   
 

PTfA NeWs

UPCOMiNg dATes TO diArY         
 

25/26 March - St Vincent de Paul Youth Camp

30 March - Staff Professional Learning Afternoon

5 April - Report Evening 

10 April - Report Afternoon 

13 April - Liturgy of the Cross

13 April - end of Term One
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We had a great day at Swimming Sports this week. Thanks to those 
staff who helped ensure the day ran smoothly, and a massive thanks 
to PE Leader of Learning Karen Pratt who coordinated the day!

Age grOUP CHAMPiONs
Junior: Jordyn Williams

   Intermediate:  Maddison Williams 
Senior: Chloe Veale and Kellie Petrin          

sWiMMiNg sPOrTs

ANi seTTles iNTO ArKANsAs

I’ve been a student at 
Arkansas State University 
running for the Red Wolves 
for eight weeks now. Safe 
to say it’s taken me up until 
now to start to grasp what 
it means to live in the adult 
world. Strangely enough 
the magic sink from back 
home that would wash and 
fold my laundry doesn’t 
exist over here, nor does 
the machine that would make my meals and clean up after me. 
Thank you family! I seem to be managing just fine despite a few 
language barriers I encounter daily between the American and 
Kiwi slang. I don’t think I’ve gone a day without having to talk about 
middle earth or explain that hobbits don’t roam around town and in 
fact we don’t live by the side of the river in a grass hut. 

My first few weeks here I was in the exact position I was when I 
started at SHGC. I was lost about every five minutes, too frightened 
of all the seniors to ask for help, drowning in what I thought was a 
lot of homework and constantly battling to find my friends at lunch 
in the swarm of people. It takes courage and resilience.  It did then 
and does now. Having said this, so far it’s been a crazy adventure, 
five years in the making. When I was younger I absolutely hated 
running, I would try almost anything just to avoid it. It was the one 
thing I dreaded about school sports. I’m not quite sure where along 
the line my perspective on this crazy sport changed given now I 
can’t go one day without living and breathing it. 

I’ve got about a two months until my final exams then I’m back 
home for the winter. I’m majoring in Strategic Communication with 
an emphasis on Public Relations and Advertising. I’m so fortunate 
to have been given this opportunity to live in a different country, get 
an education and run alongside an awesome team. My teammates 
are great, they are all really supportive and it’s great to be in an 
environment where everyone has their mind set on the same 
goal, it’s much easier to push yourself when you’re working with 
people towards a common goal rather than against them. I never 
thought I would be able to actually do something like this but then 
again anything as possible as long as you’re willing to put in the 
hard yards. I’d also like to take this opportunity to thank everyone 
at SHGC again, the endless support over the years has been a big 
driving force in helping me get here. Without wanting to sound 
cliche, I couldn’t have done it without you all. 

ANi geMMill - ClAss Of 2016 

Pitcured: Ani Gemmill (centre) and the Arkansas State track 
team after a hard training, holding up their “Red Wolves”.

Parents, did you know that the Learning Committee 
has a homework club called PS (Post School)?  
 

WedNesdAY AfTerNOON frOM 3.10PM – 4.30PM!  
 

This takes place in room 225, cookies and juice are provided, and 
the students that attend go in the draw to win a prize.  The venue 
has computer and wifi access so make sure to encourage your 
daughter to attend and benefit from learning at PS!

Ps ClUB! 

School library Term 1 hours:
Monday - friday:   

8am-3.30pm 
Closed at interval, open all of lunchtime. 

  

Any changes to the opening hours will be in the daily notices.

liBrArY HOUrs 

Interim reports for all students will be posted out during Week 8 of 
this term. Parents are invited to attend Parent Interviews for their 
daughters. These are to be held on Wednesday 5 April from 5.00-
7.30; and Monday 10 April from 3.30pm-5.30pm. We will be using 
the School Interview site again this year so that parents can make 
interviews on the day and time that it suitable for them. 

Interviews can be booked online from 29 March at www.
schoolinterviews.co.nz. The code for parents is 7ptrm. 

NCeA iNfOrMATiON
Students in Year 11-13 should have received and brought home a 
brochure “Information for 2017 National School Qualifications” 
which details information about:

•	 Becoming a candidate

•	 The fees you need to pay

•	 Financial Assistance

•	 Special Assessment Applications

•	 Gaining NCEA Level 1, 2 or 3, or University Entrance

•	 Recording of results

•	 2017 Examination Timetable

More details are available on the NZQA website: www.nzqa.govt.
nz. Please encourage your daughter to take the time to look at this 
website. Not only does it show the credits your daughter has received 
to date, it also has key tips, practice questions and important dates.

Cushla Jackson
deputy Principal- Curriculum

rePOrTs ANd iNTervieWs

sTUdeNT ABseNCes 
For all Student Absentees, including away from school, 
appointments or late to school, please report to the following:

Email: absences@shgcham.school.nz 
Phone: 07 856 7874 ext 2852


